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Images of the Regency Period

When reading Regency it is sometimes difficult to envision 
the grandeur that an author portrays when recounting  a 
particular event, depicting a place or even describing a ball 
gown.  
 
This little e-book is loaded with portraits  of the Regency 
Period. Use it as a reference point when reading Regency 
novels. I hope you will keep it for a long time to come. 
Perhaps share it with your friends.  
 
I had a wonderful time composing this e-book for my 

readers. Not only are the images I included excellent depictions of the romantic Regency 
Period, but they are also pleasant viewing.  
 
Iôve added narrative for each image. So let us make haste and begin! 
 
The image above  is of George IV-the Prince Regent-the future king of England.  
Painted by Sir Thomas Laurence and dated 1816. I ponder while studying the image, if 
he liked sitting for the portrait. He appears resigned. What think you?  
 
And now we come to that self-appointed prophet  of fashion.  
 



 

 

 

Right:  George Bryan ñBeauò Brummell  (1778-

1840) watercolor by Richard Dighton, 1805. 

Beau Brummellôs very essence cried 
ófashionableô. And yet, he maintained an 
understated and much more restrained style of 
dress. In his wake the bright, ostentatious 
colors and showy heeled shoes donned by men 
in times prior were no longer deemed in the 
mode.  

He made trousers popular and perfected the 
art of the cravat. And let us not forget the 
Hessians. Hessians complimented tailcoats. 
Cravats crested the Regency gentlemanôs 
ensemble like a plume of fine feathers.   

 Ah, Beau Brummell. I am thankful 
he came along and put a stop to all the 
dandified silliness that gentlemen deemed 
fashionable before he entered the scene.  

 
 

 
 
 

 

Note:  The tailcoat and Hessians manner of dress mimicked the country gentlemanôs 

equestrian attire. 
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Now here is a fine Regency gentleman.  
This portrait is of Nicolas-Pierre Tiolier . Painted by the French artist Francois-Edouard 
Picot, it is an excellent representation of the transformation of the Regency gentlemanôs 

attire under Beau Brummellôs influence.  

 
A Short Glossary of Gentlemanôs Fashions 
 
Hessians: Initially used a s standard issue in the military, Hessians quickly become 
popular among the gentry.  
 
Tailcoat: A coat designed with two long tapering tails at the back. 
 
Trousers:  Unlike knee breeches, the trousers fit longer and looser. Beau Brummell 
helped to introduc e trousers, but when Prince Regent George donned them in 1816 the 
gentry followed his lead. Gentlemen yet wore breeches for formal occasions.  
 



 

 

 Waistcoat:  A vest worn by men.  

 
Right :  Michael Martin Drolling Portrait, 1819   

 
 
Left:  This gentleman is 
resplendent in a double-
breasted frockcoat of 
blue over a buff 
waistcoat, elegant trousers and the ubiquitous 
Hessians.  
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When reading about a lady during the Regency Period perhaps this portrait will come to 
mind. This is a portrait by Henri François Mulard  of an unknown Regency lady ca.1810. 

She wears an afternoon dress in lace-trimmed muslin. Notice her jewelry, crowned 
coiffure and the fichu tucked at her neck? A multicolored wrap with a silk lining adorns 

her arms. And in her hand she carries soft yellow kid leather gloves.  
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 Left:  1811 dancing dress. (Ball gown) This plate depicts the fourth 
position of the Country dance.  
 

Right  Center :  Ackermannôs Fashion Plates 1810 Ball Dress 
 
 
 
 
 

 This is an image of a 
spectacular ball gown with a high ruffled collar and long train from La Belle Assemblee 
ca. 1818 
 
You may have noticed the elbow-length gloves on each lady. Elegant gloves were a must 
for the Regency lady, but never more than when attending a ball or special event. 


